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On receiving intelligence of the designs of Aurangzib and
Murad, Dara Shikuh directed Maharaja Jaswant Singh of
Marwar and Qasim Khan to march to Mahva in order
to check their movements. Murad joined Aurangzib at
Ujjain. Their combined armies attacked Maharaja Jaswant
Singh who drew up his army at Dharmat in the neighbour-
hood of Ujjain. After a bloody battle the Rajputs, under the
command of the Maharaja, were defeated and dispersed in
different directions. The Maharaja fled and retired to Jodhpur,
his capital.

After the successful termination of the battle, Khwaja 'Abid
(Khan) was promoted to the rank of 4,000 zat, 700 horse, in
recognition of his services and the prominent part he played
in the campaign.1 Aurangzib showed his confidence by asking
him, along with Hazbar Khan and Zu'1-Qadar Khan, to
remain beside him during his march towards the capital.

Khwaja 'Abid was with Aurangzib when the battle of
Samugarh was fought in June 1658 resulting in the defeat
of Dara Shikuh and the annihilation of his cause. He was
one of those on whom Aurangzib had bestowed presents
"favouring them with his commendation and eulogy".2 The
men who had gained great influence on Aurangzib, by prov-
ing their worth during the battle, were Khwaja 'Abid, Mukhlis
Khan and Mun'im Khan. They were consulted on every
matter concerning the impending operations that Aurangzib
had to undertake^ to achieve his aim.

Khwaja 'Abid served Aurangzib with distinction, during
the first four years of his reign, mainly spent in consolidating
and restoring peace in his newly acquired possessions. He took
part in the expeditions sent against Dara, Shuja' and Maharaja
Jaswant Singh and established his reputation as a soldier.8 In
the fourth year Khwaja cAbid was entrusted with the office
of Faujdar of Behrat, in the neighbourhood of Alwar, inhabi-
ted by turbulent tribes of Meos, whose depredations extended
at times to the walls of Delhi. He discharged the duties of
this office for nearly a year when he was given the post of
Sadr-i-kul (head of religious endowments) in place of Sheikh
Mirak, who retired on account of old age. This was an imgpr-

1 Ibid., p. 63; Ma'athiru'l-Umara, vol. Ill, p. 121.

2 Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 29.           * 'Ilamgir Namdh, p. 45.